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September 1%, 2019
- Request for cooperation on clinical research of rheumatoid arthritis -

Currently, Department of Rheumatology, Tokyo Women’s Medical University has received
specimens and medical information from University of Colorado Denver, Division of Rheumatology
and uses them for the following rheumatoid arthritis research project.

If you would like to know the details of this research project, please contact the person in charge of research content at
the Tokyo Women’s Medical University below. In addition, if you are the possible subject of this research project, and
think that you do not want to use or provide your own specimen/medical information for this research project, please
contact the following person in charge of this research at Tokyo Women’s Medical University, or the person in charge of
research at University of Colorado Denver, Division of Rheumatology that you participated in. Even so, there will be no
disadvantage to you.

[Collaborative research project]
Role and molecular mechanism of Th17 cells in the development of rheumatoid arthritis.

[Representative research institute of collaborative research]

Institute : Tokyo Women’s Medical University, Division of Rheumatology, Professor Masayoshi Harigai, MD, PhD
Contact regarding this study : Tokyo Women’s Medical University, Division of Rheumatology, Yuko Okamoto, MD
Tel : +81-3-3353-8111 (9am-4pm, Monday-Friday), Fax : +81-3-5269-1726

E-mail : okamoto.yuko@twmu.ac.jp

[Origin of the sample / information being provided)]

Those who have agreed to cooperate with "SERA Research (Studies of the Etiology of Rheumatoid Arthritis)" between
September 2016 and September 2018 at University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus.

Investigators: Jill M. Norris, PhD; Michael Holers, MD; Kevin Deane, MD, PhD; Kristen Demoruelle, MD, PhD

[Samples and medical information that are provided for this project]
Specimens : Peripheral blood mononuclear cells, DNA
Medical information : Age, sex, race, height, weight, family history of rheumatoid arthritis, smoking history, history of
taking nicotine products, supplement intake history, alcohol consumption history, vaccination history, presence of
periodontal disease, comorbidities, oral medicine, disease name, diagnosis date, joint findings, treatment details, blood
test values (rheumatoid factor, anti-CCP antibody, CRP), genetic information (HLA type, PTPN22 gene polymorphism),
etc.

[Purpose of this project]  (Genetic analysis research?: Included)
The purpose is to elucidate the relationship between the productions of inflammatory substances (cytokines) by T cells,
genes related to T cell differentiation, and the development of rheumatoid arthritis.

[Use and provision period and provision methods]
Period : After approval by the Ethics Committee and until March 2024 (planned)
Provision method : Shipping (specimens), Electronic distribution (information)

[Handling of specimens and medical information in this project]

In accordance with the research plan approved by the Ethics Committee, the specimens and medical information were
anonymized before provision and safety management measures will be taken so that the name and address of the
participants cannot be identified.
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